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Africa’s DIgItCI| Revolutlon° |

Key themes: Talent, Innovation, and Continental Ambition




gL

BELEFTIEEE T 1!
0 0 O
||I"""|I:| [14]

:::II’Q,‘] ' ; €Ay 1
: o
P | Py v il

i

Africais entering a defining era—one in which the continent is rapidly shifting
from digital adoption to digital leadership. Across fintech, blockchain,

health technology, payments infrastructure, and impact investing, Africa is
no longer positioned as a passive participant in the global digital economy.
Instead, it is driving innovation, setting new benchmarks, and redefining
how technology serves society.

At the high-level spotlight conversation during the Forward Africa Leaders
Symposium 2025, leaders from some of Africa's fastest-growing digital
sectors shared how home-grown innovation is transforming economies,
empowering communities, and positioning the continent as a global force
in technology-driven development. Their stories tell a powerful truth: Africa
is not waiting for the digital future. Africa is building it.

&
llllll

.........
o A o R (L e S ERTRNCIE - 0 N | See—



FORWARD
AFRICA
LEADERS
SYMPOSIUM

A Continent on the Move

Africa’s digital economy is projected to surpass US$712 billion by 2050. This
momentum is being fueled by the explosive growth of fintech, stable-coin
adoption, health-tech systems, advanced diagnostics, venture capital,
and data-driven policy innovation. Unicorn startups are processing billions
in transactions. Stable-coins are enabling new financial pathways. Impact
investors are scaling digital solutions across more than a dozen countries.
And African innovators are deploying some of the world’'s most ambitious
health technology initiatives.

These are not isolated successes; they are part of a continental shift toward
world-class digital leadership.
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Diaspora Power: Unlocking One

of Africa’s Greatest Economic Assets

Benjamin Fernandes, CEO of NALA, captured the importance of diaspora-
driven development with striking clarity. NALA reached its first US$1 billion in
transactions within just 20 months, connecting Africans in the U.S., UK, and
Europe to their families and businesses on the continent. In economies like
Nigeria and Kenyaq, diaspora inflows now exceed export revenues by up to
four times.

“When you connect the diaspora to
home, you unlock one of Africa’s most
powerful engines for.”

His message is unmistakable: Africa must intentionally build institutions,
investment pathways, and financial architecture that elevate the role of its
global citizens.
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Impact Investing: Fueling the Next

Generation of Founders

Across 13 African countries, Renew Capital continues to identify, support, and
scale digital-first companies that shape national and regional economies.
Co-CEO Laura noted that each generation of African founders is emerging
with greater innovation, resilience, and ambition.

“It is inspiring to witness founders across the
continent building solutions that transform
their ecosystems—this is a moment of hope
and acceleration,”

Her reflection underscores a broader trend: venture capital in Africa is no
longer niche. It is central to job creation, economic diversification, and the
emergence of globally competitive African enterprises.
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Africa Leading the Stable-Coin Revolution

While countries around the world debate how to regulate digital currencies,
Africais already leading in real-world stable-coin adoption. With operations
in 20 countries, Yellowcard provides a critical digital-dollar infrastructure that
allows businesses and individuals to hedge currency volatility, trade across
borders, and store value in uncertain economic environments.

In 2024 alone, Nigeria processed an estimated US$24 billion in stable-coin
flows—making it the world's largest stable-coin market.

“Africa is not catching up in stable-coin in-
novation, Africa is leading and the world is
waking up to a reality Africans already live.”

This leadership signals a transformation in how African economies interact
with global markets—more agile, more connected, and more resilient.
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Reinventing Healthcare Through Technology

In health-tech, Africa is emerging as a disruptor rather than a follower. Prof.
Khaled Dabees, CEO of Ab-Care Medical Technologies, announced one of
the world's largest medical technology projects dedicated to expanding
digital diagnostics and modernizing healthcare delivery across the continent.

“Africa is not only catching up in healthcare
innovation-we are launching one of the
largest medical projects in the world,”

This vision reflects a new era where technology bridges long-standing gaps
in access, efficiency, and quality of care-bringing leapfrog innovation to
Africa’s health systems.
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A Rising Generation and

a Demographic Dividend

With Africa projected to become home to the world's largest workforce by
2050, speakers emphasized the urgency and opportunity to build digital
skills pipelines and competitive innovation ecosystems.

To the speakers “The ‘Next Billion" is not just a phrase—it is a responsibility for
all of us,”

Innovation Born from

Real Need

From currency instability to healthcare gaps, African innovators are building
solutions grounded in lived realities. These home-grown responses are now
studied globally as models for scalable, context-driven design.
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Africa's Growing Global

Corridors

Whether through stable-coin rails connecting Africa to global markets or
fintech corridors linking the continent with Latin America and Asia, Africa is
expanding its economic footprint well beyond its borders.

The Road Ahead

A clear policy challenge emerges alongside this wave of innovation. To match
Africa’'s ambition, governments and regional institutions must strengthen
digital infrastructure, harmonise regulations, expand diaspora investment
channels, scale digital entrepreneurship, and accelerate digital health
adoption.
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Africa’s digital momentum is undeniable

and irreversible.

The continent is innovating at scale, building world-class systems, and
shaping global conversations about the future of finance, healthcare, and
technology. The leaders featured in this conversation reflect a new narrative
of African excellence: bold, future-focused, and globally impactful.

The future is not approaching.
Africa is already building it.
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